
EXCURSIONS AND NOTES. 

ONE fine May day found us in Glen Aray, at a height of about 2000 feet, 
gazing on a lovely scene, which extended to the south-western end of Loch 

Awe and the Paps of Jura . Gulls wheeled and circled 
A MAY DAY round us, the welcome call of a cuckoo was heard, and the 

IN melancholy cry of the curlew was wafted on the wind. 
MID ARGYLE. The cry which most appealed to us, however, was the 

harsh croak of the raven, repeated again and again. So 
we diverged and climbed higher, and soon the glasses revealed a pair of 
ravens evidently interested in the precipitous craggy top above us. It was 
somewhat of a contest between man and bird ere the nest of the raven was 
revealed ; even though the parents showed a certain anxiety on our 
approach, we could not have located their nursery without the aid 'of the 
telescopes. T h e cliffs, so insignificant seen from below, assumed consider-
able proportions, both for height and width, when at last we found our-
selves at the foot of the precipices. The nest, cunningly perchtd, was a 
substantial structure of twigs and heather, with a little bracken, and lined 
with wool. The old birds protested very loudly at our visit, and as we had 

no desire to delay the nestlings' meal hour we soon betook ourselves in 
another direction. 

Two great mountains, each over 3000 feet, Ben Cruachan and Ben 
Laoigh, were picturesquely streaked with snow in their upper gullies, but 
they stood forth in the distance rather as solid masses of blue with a certain 
sphinx-like appearance. Hundreds of stags were seen in the course of the 
day either in small parcels or in herds so spread out that there was no 
crowding Many rested in the sheltered corries facing the sun ; others 
slowly ate their way up to the sky line, and so to the highest tops. Much 
old fur had still to be cast, and colour varied from dark to light, but scarcely 
an ill-conditioned beast was to be s e e n - t h e " p i n e r s " had passed away. 
Grouse like the deer, had evidently wintered wel l ; the cocks were in 
grand plumage and colour. A good many black game were seen ,n the 
course of the d a y ; in the lower glens where trees abounded, jackdaws 

were rather numerous. 
T h e bright green foliage of the trees in the glens pleasantly relieved the 

prevailing neutral tints of the hill slopes ; it only wanted the flowering of 
the rowan to complete the grace of the tree-clad gills which here and there, 
especially in Glen Shira, diversified the steep mountain sides. Curiously 
enough, the only bird of note which failed to indicate its presence to us was 
the mountain eagle—and eagles are by no means scarce in Argyleshire. — M. 
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T H E p r o p e r G a e l i c s p e l l i n g of t h e B e n U a r n s , t h e m o u n t a i n s a t t h e h e a d of 
G l e n E y , h a s a l w a y s b e e n m a t t e r o f d i s p u t e , a n d o b j e c t i o n h a s b e e n f r e -

q u e n t l y t a k e n t o t h e f o r m a d o p t e d by t h e O r d n a n c e S u r v e y , 
T H E B e i n n I u t h a r n M h o r a n d B e i n n I u t h a r n B h e a g , a n d a l s o 

BEN U A R N S . t o t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n g i v e n — t h e b i g a n d t h e l i t t l e m o u n -
t a i n s of h e l l ( s e e " T h e M o u n t a i n s of H e l l " in C . C . J . , 

v i i . , 2 5 0 - 1 ) . T h e s u b j e c t i s r e f e r r e d t o i n a r e c e n t p u b l i c a t i o n b y M r . A . 
M . M a c k i n t o s h — " F a r q u h a i s o n G e n e a l o g i e s . N o . I I . I n v e r e y B r a n c h " 
( N a i r n , 1 9 1 4 ) — w h i c h , b y t h e w a y , c o n t a i n s m u c h i n t e r e s t i n g a n d e x c e e d i n g l y 
a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n r e s p e c t i n g t h e F a r q u h a r s o n s o f I n v e r e y , a n d t h e i r 
p o s s e s s i o n of B a l m o r a l f r o m 1632 d o w n t i l l 1 7 9 8 , w h e n t h e t r u s t e e s o f t h e 
l a s t F a r q u h a r s o n of I n v e r e y s o l d B a l m o r a l t o t h e s e c o n d E a r l o f F i f e . M r . 
M a c k i n t o s h h a d o c c a s i o n t o q u o t e t h e w e l l - k n o w n b a l l a d o f " T h e B a r o n o f 
B r a c k l e y , " i n c i d e n t a l l y f u r n i s h i n g o n e of t h e m o s t c o m p l e t e n a r r a t i v e s o f 
t h e a f fa i r t o w h i c h i t r e l a t e s w i t h w h i c h w e a r e a c q u a i n t e d . A c o u p l e t 
in t h e b a l l a d r u n s — 

O rise up, ye baron, and turn back your kye, 
For the lads o' Drumwharran are driving them by. 

C o m m e n t i n g o n t h i s , M r . M a c k i n t o s h s a y s — " ' T h e l a d s o ' D r u m w h a r r a n ' in 
s t a n z a 4 m a y p e r h a p s b e u n d e r s t o o d a s a p p l y i n g s p e c i a l l y t o t h e I n v e r e y 
F a r q u h a r s o n s . T h e n a m e D r u m w h a r r a n d o e s n o t a p p e a r t o b e k n o w n a t 
t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , b u t in a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t w a s u s e d a f e w c e n t u r i e s a g o f o r t h e 
h i l l s B e n U a r n ( o r U a r a n ) M h o r a n d B e n U a r n B h e a g , a t t h e h e a d of 
G l e n E y , w h i c h c l o s e d in t h e I n v e r e y d o m a i n t o w a r d s t h e s o u t h . U n -
f o r t u n a t e l y in r e c e n t t i m e s t h e ' U a r n ' h a s b e e n c h a n g e d u n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s 
o f t h e O r d n a n c e S u r v e y i n t o . ' i u t h a r n , ' i . e . , h e l l ; b u t t h e o r i g i n of t h e 

n a m e i s m o r e l i k e l y t o b e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h w a t e r in s o m e f o r m a s s p r i n g s , 
o r c a s c a d e s — t h a n w i t h t h e p l a c e o f ' a d a m a n t i n e c h a i n s a n d p e n a l fire.'" 
M e m b e r s of t h e C l u b w h o h a v e v i s i t e d t h e B e n U a r n s w i l l w e l c o m e t h i s 
m o r e a g r e e a b l e — a n d t o a l l a p p e a r a n c e m u c h m o r e r e a s o n a b l e — p h i l o l o g i c a l 
d e d u c t i o n . 

B e i n g in t h e A v i e m o r e r e g i o n l a s t s u m m e r , I p a i d a v i s i t t o t h e L y n w i l g 
H o t e l , j u s t " fo r a u l d l a n g s y n e . " T h i r t y y e a r s a g o , t h i s h u m b l e a n d u n -

p r e t e n t i o u s h o s t e l r y w a s t h e o n l y p l a c e of p u b l i c a c c o r n -
" T H E m o d a t i o n in t h e d i s t r i c t , t h e g i g a n t i c h o t e l a t A v i e m o r e 

L Y N W I L G . " n o t b e i n g i n e x i s t e n c e t h e n , n o r a n y o t h e r i n d e e d ; a n d 
" T h e L y n w i l g " a s i t t h e n w a s is e n d e a r e d t o m e , a s d o u b t -

less i t is t o o t h e r e l d e r l y m o u n t a i n e e r s , b y m a n y p l e a s a n t m e m o r i e s . F r o m 
it a s a b a s e I first e x p l o r e d .the L a r i g P a s s a n d m u c h of t h e e x c e e d i n g l y , 
a t t r a c t i v e n e i g h b o u r h o o d , a n d in i t I f o r m e d m a n y f r i e n d s h i p s , s o m e o f ' 
t h e m , of c o u r s e , m e r e l y t e m p o r a r y a n d e v a n e s c e n t , b u t o n e o r t w o of t h e m , 
I a m g l a d to s a y , p e r m a n e n t a n d firm. I w a s a s t o n i s h e d , h o w e v e r , t o find 
t h a t t h e l i t t l e , o l d f a s h i o n e d c o u n t r y " i n n " of m y e a r l y d a y s h a s u n d e r g o n e ' 
a r a d i c a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , a n d h a s a s s u m e d t h e p r o p o r t i o n s a n d c h a r a c t e r o f 
a n u p - t o - d a t e h o t e l . T h e . d o o r , , w h i c h f r o n t e d t h e " t u r n p i k e , " h a s b e e n . 
b l o c k e d u p , a n d t h e e n t r a n c e i s n o w o n t h e w e s t s i d e , o p e n i n g f r o m a 
v e r a n d a h l o o k i n g t o w a r d s A l v i e C h u r c h a n d t h e w e s t e n d of t h e L o c h . 
T h e o ld b a r h a s b e e n c o n v e r t e d i n t o a s p a c i o u s d i n i n g - r o o m , w i t h s e p a r a t e , 
t a b l e s ; a n d a l a r g e - a d d i t i o n a t ,thc b a c k p r o v i d e s m a n y m o r e b e d r o o m s 
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than could formerly be reckoned upon. Perhaps the most striking modern 
feature introduced is a small but ample enough " l o u n g e " i n addition to 
a drawing-room. I hardly knew the house,' and utterly failed to locate an 
upper " s i t t i ng - room," which a walking companion and I once occupied— 
on condition that o ther visitors might he allowed to share i t ! This trans-
formation of " The L y n w i l g " struck" me as a good illustration of what may 
be accomplished in the way of improving roadside inns and rendering them 

more attractive, not merely to " motor car fo lk ," but to mountaineers and 
pedestrians and to the increasing number of people who prefer to spend a 
holiday in a ijuiet and restful spot, " f a r from the madding crowd." In 
this particular instance, so far as my experience went, the additional comfort 
is not secured at the cost of a seriously heightened tariff. I and some friends 
who spent a day with me at Lynwilg had, at any rate, no fault to find with 
the moderate bill presented for luncheon and tea. — R. A. 

A SCOTTISH scientific exploring party, if has just transpired, has endowed 
with familiar Scottish names a number of prominent physical features of a 

hitherto almost unknown island, Prince Charles Foreland, 
THE the. most westerly of the Spitsbergen group. T h e island, 

" NORTHERN which is about 55 miles in length, was surveyed in 1906, 
GRAMPIANS." 1907, and 1909, by a party of scientists headed by Dr . 

W. S. B r u c e ; and their Scottish predilections are very 
pronouncedly manifested in a detailed map of the island which has now been 
published. T h e " N o r t h e r n G r a m p i a n s " form the backbone of the 
northern section of the island, one of the peaks, 2,800 feet high, being 
named " Mount Rudmose ," af ter Dr. R. N . Rudmose Brown, an Aberdeen 
graduate who was of the party. T h e " T h o m s o n H i l l s " at the south end 
of the Grampians were so named in honour of the Professor of Natural 
History. " Mount Scotia " and " Scotia Glen " commemorate the explor-
ing work of Dr . Bruce in the Antarctic, the " Scotia " having been the name 
of the vessel in which the exploring party sailed. " The Sidlaws " mark a 
series of bluffs a t the northern extremity of the island ; and the " Aberdeen 
M a c h a r " is the name given to a broad, barren flat stretching from the foot-
hills of the Sidlaws—a name which looks somewhat odd, only " M a c h a r " 
is Gaelic for a haugh. A series of fiords on the southern coist has been 
named " Ritchie Lochs ," after Mr. j a m e s Ritchie, D.Sc. , another graduate 
of Aberdeen, who has done much work in connection with the Scottish 
Oceanographical Laboratory. 

SOMETHING of a feat was accomplished by a motor cyclist one day in July, 
last. While the Scottish Horse were in camp at Blair Atholl, a party of 

motor cyclists was despatched, ostensibly to get a 
MOTOR CYCLIST message through to Braemar by way of Glen T i l t , on 

THROUGH the theory that, a state of war existing, all the telegraph. 
GLEN TILT. and telephone lines were cut and the roads, guarded by, 

the enemy except the pass, through Glen Tilt, which in 
parts, as many mountaineers know, is a very rough track. Only one 
member of the.party managed to make the whole journey, reaching Braemar 
about midnight thoroughly drenched, he having had to drag himself and his 
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machine through numerous s t reams. H e is to be c o m m e n d e d for h is p luck 
and endurance. T h e re turn jou rney was m a d e b y t h e Cai rnwel l road , 
Glenshee and Pitlochry. 

IT is exceedingly grat i fying to note tha t t he C lub is well represented in t h e 
reserves called out for du ty in consequence of regular 

THE CLUB AND troops Being dra f ted to the f ront in the grea t E u r o p e a n 
MILITARY SERVICE, war that is n o w raging. N o fewer t h a n twen ty 

members are engaged in mil i tary service in one 
form or another . T h e y are :— 

Major. G. A. Smi th , 4 th G o r d o n H igh l ande r s . 
,, E . W . W a t t , 

Captain J , B. Gillies, , , , , , , 
, , Charles Re id , , , , , , , 
,, A . M . Wilson , , , , , ,, 

L ieut . A. M. Johns ton , ,, , , , , 
2nd Lieut . W . L . Cook , , , , , , , 

, , Rob t . L y o n , 5th , , , , 
Ma jo r John McGregor , 6 th , , ,, 
Captain T. Dickson , , , , ,, 

J . H . E d w a r d s , 1st H . B . , R . F . Ar t i l le ry . 
L ieu t . J . C. Duffus , , , , , , , 
2nd Lieut . Cecil Mack ie , ,, ,, , , 
Capt . J . D . MacDia rmid , Army Service Corps . 
Lieut . J. V. Lor imer , , , , , 
Capta in H . J . Butchar t , 2nd Scot t ish H o r s e . 
Cap t . D . V. Pir ie , M . P . , R ly . T r a n s p o r t Officer. 
Ma jo r A. R. Gal loway, 1st Scot . Gen . Hosp i ta l . 
Capta in W. F . Croll , ,, , , ,, 

, , J . R. Levack , ,, , , , , 

THE twenty-s ixth annual mee t ing of the C lub was he ld in the office of the 
secretary a n d treasurer , 14 Golden Square , A b e r d e e n , on the 21st 

December , 1914—Mr. T . R . Gillies, the cha i rman of 
ANNUAL the Club, pres iding. 
MEETING. Mr . T . R . Gillies w a s re-elected C h a i r m a n for t h e 

ensu ing year ; and the other office-bearers and C o m m i t t e e 
(named on p. 31) were also re-elected. T h e Treasure r ' s accounts for t h e 

; year 1914, showing a credit ba lance of £ 3 5 19s. 3d . , were submi t ted a n d 
approved. 

On t h e motion of Mr. J o h n Cla rke , seconded b y Mr . J . A . Pa rke r i t w a s 
agreed to leave in the h a n d s of the Commi t t ee the de t e rmina t ion of 
whether , in view of the na t ional crisis, a p r o g r a m m e of excurs ions 
should be a r ranged for t he ensuing year , and also the selection of t h e 
excursions, should al tered c i rcumstances war r ran t a p r o g r a m m e be ing 
carried out. 

T h e r e m i t to the Commi t t e e to consider t he suggest ion of h a v i n g a 
lan tern lecture was cont inued . 
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M r . W a l t e r A . R e i d ca l l ed a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p r o p o s a l t o e r e c t a 
m e m o r i a l to t h e l a t e M r . A l e x a n d e r C o p l a n d , t h e m e m o r i a l t o t a k e t h e 
f o r m of a b r o n z e c i r c u l a r r e p l i c a of M r . C o p l a n d ' s P a n o r a m a of t h e 
V i e w f r o m B e n M u i c h D h u i , t o b e p l a c e d o n t h e s u m m i t of t h e m o u n t a i n 
( see p . 73) a n d m o v e d t h a t s t e p s b e t a k e n t o c a r r y t h e p r o p o s a l i n t o 
e f f e c t . G e n e r a l a p p r o v a l of t h e p r o p o s a l w a s e x p r e s s e d , b u t o p i n i o n s 
v a r i e d a s t o ] t h e p r o b a b l e cos t o f s u c h a m e m o r i a l a s w a s p r o j e c t e d . 
E v e n t u a l l y , o n t h e m o t i o n of M r . J o h n C l a r k e , t h e w h o l e m a t t e r w a s 
r e f e r r e d t o a C o m m i t t e e c o n s i s t i n g of t h e C h a i r m a n , t h e S e c r e t a r y a n d 
T r e a s u r e r , a n d M e s s r s R . A n d e r s o n , W . A . R e i d , a n d J . A . P a r k e r . 

T H E m e m b e r s h i p of t h e C l u b , i t w a s r e p o r t e d a t t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g , n o w 
s t a n d s a t 157. T h e f o l l o w i n g w e r e a d m i t t e d m e m b e r s d u r i n g t h e y e a r : — 

M r . E . W . H . B r a n d e r , 14 H a m i l t o n P l a c e ; M r . 
N E W A l e x a n d e r C r a i g 2 1 0 M i d S t o c k e t R o a d ; M r . R . G . 

MEMBERS. G e l l i e , 34 J o h n S t r e e t ; M r P a t r i c k M c G e e , 12 O s b o r n e 
P l a c e ; M r . W . B . M e f f , F o i d b a n k , R i v e r s i d e R o a d ; 

M r . J o h n D . M u n r o , 56 P o l m u i r R o a d ; M r . J o h n M u r r a y , G l e n b u r n i e 
P a r k ; M r . J a m e s P y p e r , 129 U n i o n S t r e e t ; M r . W i l l i a m S k i n n e r , 9 
S p r i n g b a n k T e r r a c e ; M r . A l e x a n d e r S m i t h , 27 C a l s a y s e a t R o a d . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g m e m b e r h a s r e s i g n e d : — M r . R o b e r t T . S e l l a r , B a t t l e h i l l , 

H u n t l y . 

W E r e g r e t h a v i n g t o c h r o n i c l e t h e d e a t h of o n e of o u r v e r y f ew p o e t i c a l 
c o n t r i b u t o r s , M r . J a m e s R e i d , M . A . , f o r m e r l y of B a c k h i l l , C a s t l e F r a s e r . 

H e d i e d a t T h e C o t t a g e , K e m n a y , o n 2 9 t h A u g u s t , a g e d 
OBITUARY. 85 . M r . R e i d w a s fo r m a n y y e a r s s c h o o l m a s t e r a t 

L e o c h e l - C u s h n i e . T o o u r J u l y i s sue fo r f i ve success ive 
y e a r s ( 1 9 0 6 - 1 0 ) h e f u r n i s h e d a p i e c e of v e r s e , g e n e r a l l y of a d e s c r i p t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r , h i s m o s t s u c c e s s f u l e f fo r t b e i n g " A H o l i d a y on t h e H i l l s " 
(C . C. J . , v i . , 140) . 

W e m a y a l s o r e c o r d t h e d e a t h of a f o r m e r m e m b e r — M r . G e o r g e 
C h r i s t i e , l a t e flesher, W i n d m i l l B r a e , A b e r d e e n — a f a m i l i a r figure a t t h e 
e a r l y e x c u r s i o n s of t h e C l u b . H e d i e d on 19th S e p t e m b e r , a g e d 7 3 . — R e v . 
A r t h u r C a d e n h e a d , m i n i s t e r of S t . A n d r e w ' s P a r i s h C h u r c h , A l l o a — w h o 
h a d b e e n a m e m b e r s i n c e 1 8 9 7 — d i e d o n 2 8 t h J u l y , f r o m t h e e f fec t s of a 
c y c l e a c c i d e n t , a g e d 4 4 , H e w a s a s o n of t h e l a t e C o l o n e l J a m e s 
C a d e n h e a d , M a r y v i l l e , A b e r d e e n . 
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