
L O R D H A L D A N E A S M O U N T A I N E E R . 

S E V E N T Y - T H R E E M I L E S I N T W E N T Y - T H R È E H O U R S . 

IN the opening chapter of his Autobiography, Lord 
Haldane has some interesting references to mountain-
eering which, through the courtesy of Miss Ha ldane 
and the publishers, we are permitted to quote. 

" A s we grew up," wrote Lord H a l d a n e , " w e developed consider-
able capacit ies for physical exertion. W e b e c a m e energet ic walkers. 
I have mo te than once s tar ted f rom Cloan on foot to walk to the 
top of Ben Lawers, a mounta in four t housand feet high in the 
Grampians , opposi te to our h o m e in the Ochils. I recall once 
s tar t ing a t two in the morn ing with my younger b ro the r s a n d 
walking to the top of the Ben a n d back, seventy- three miles within 
twenty- three hours. W h e n we got to the foot of the grea t hill we 
found a rival par ty , who h a d slept the n ight in an inn, aspi r ing to 
do the c l imb in record time, but our wind was bet ter than theirs, 
owing to our hav ing been walking over hill a n d dale all night , and 
we easily left them behind. T h e s e s ame younger brothers , a little 
later, walked from Bal la ter to Cloan, again over the in tervening 
Grampians , do ing a walk of one hundred and one miles in thir ty 
hours and fifty minutes , without over-fat igue. In af ter life, when 
I was at the Bar, I was able, without be ing in training, to walk from 
Brighton to London easily in be tween thir teen and fourteen hours . 
Later on in life, when I was W a r Minister , I r e m e m b e r going down 
to Lewes, there to inspect the t roops c o m m a n d e d by the Genera l 
of the Division. T h e motor which was to have taken us to our 
destination af ter the inspect ion did not turn up, a n d the Genera l 
asked me ra ther t imidly if I felt equal to walking a little of the way 
along the Brighton to London road. I smiled and proceeded to set 
the pace. 

" In the glens a round Cloan we had some exper ience in stiff 
cl imbing. Afterwards , when I went to the Univers i ty of Gòtt ingen, 
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I accompanied the Professor of Geology and a party of s tudents on 
an expedition through the Hartz Mountains to search for fossils. 
W e came opposite to a steep and high cliff, and the Professor said 
that if we could only do what was impracticable, get a t some rock 
which appeared on the face near the top, we should probably find 
some striking specimens. I said nothing but put my h a m m e r in 
my pocket and suddenly proceeded to scale the clif. T h e Germans 
were not, in these days, as athletic as they af terwards became. 
There was an agonized abjuration to me to come down. But I got 
to near the top, and with my hammer extracted from the surface of 
the rock a likely looking lump. When I got down again, af ter a 
not really difficult climb, this was examined and from it was 
extracted a rather valuable specimen of fossil. I was reproached 
for the supposed risk to which I had subjected the party as well as 
myself. But the fossil was extracted and cleaned and placed in the 
University Museum under the title 'Pe t refac tum Nomine Haldane . ' " 
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