
NOTES. 

S I R I A I N C O L Q U H O U N recently broadcasted a most interesting ta lk 
to young people on " The Care of the Countryside." I t 

L I T T E R , is to be hoped his remarks reached the ears of some older 
people who are thoughtless or indifferent t o this impor tan t 

question. Sir Iain asked his hearers to show the litter louts, b y 
precept and example, what poor-spirited, mean little creatures they 
are to spoil everyone's pleasure, and he told them to th ink of three 
things—the farmer 's gates and fences, litter, and fires, " because," 
he said, " if the landowner could t rus t the public to behave sensibly 
over these matters , I think few of them would have any objection t o 
giving full right of access over their lands. Nobody," he went on, 
" hates notice boards more than I do, bu t I can ' t afford to have 
the farmers penalised, and the woods burned and the fields turned 
into refuse dumps. I t costs me a great deal as it is to maintain 
control of the ground, and I get nothing in return ; bu t it has been 
proved t ime and time again t h a t once control has been lost, the whole 
area deteriorates almost a t once." 

A FEW days af ter Sir Iain 's talk, an important conference was held 
in Edinburgh between representatives of the chief 

T R E S P A S S , agricultural and forestry societies and representatives 
of various societies. The proposal submit ted was t h a t 

trespass should be made an offence punishable by fine. I t was 
recognized t h a t t h a t was the kernel of the whole question, and 
a long discussion ensued. The agricultural societies ult imately 
agreed to withdraw their proposals for the amendment of the law 
of trespass, and all the other societies agreed to unite with them 
in approaching the Secretary of State for Scotland with proposals 
for the provision of recreation grounds a t the motor- 'bus termini 
near the large towns, either by the towns or by the Sta te ; t h a t the 
lighting of fires in woodlands should be made a serious offence and 
subject to a heavy fine, though it was pointed out t h a t the expression 
" woodlands " would require careful definition. Drastic and prompt 
penalties, it was proposed, should be inflicted on anyone who left a 
fire unextinguished or caused an outbreak of fire by carelessly 
dropping matches or cigarette ends. The conference agreed t h a t 
it should be made an offence for any person other t h a n the owner 
or occupier of the land to allow an uncontrolled dog on to fenced 

B A C K numbers of the Journal may be had on application to t he 
Hon Librarian, except the following numbers, which are 

B A C K 

N U M B E R S . 
out of print : - 1 , 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 20, 23, 
31, 33, 37, 38, 39, 40, 43, 44, 45, 48, 57, and 62. 

The
 C

air
ng

or
m

 C
lub



Notes. 1 9 7 

or grazing land, a n d t h a t t h e owner of dogs found s t r ay ing should 
be liable t o a f ine, as well as t o p a y m e n t of t h e expenses of impound-
ing t h e animals . I t was unan imous ly agreed t h a t t h e police should 
be au thor i sed t o t a k e severe a n d p r o m p t act ion agains t anyone 
leaving l i t ter , bo t t les , b roken glass, t ins, or o ther rubb i sh behind t h e m . 

AT t h e mee t ing of t h e Aberdeen Coun ty R o a d Board th i s m o n t h , Mr. 
H . L. F . Fraser , c o u n t y clerk, said he h a d received 

INCHNABOBART le t te rs f r o m Bal la ter Town Council and also f r o m 
RIGHT-OF-WAY. a m e m b e r of t h e public, ra is ing t h e ques t ion of 

t h e Cra th i e - Inchnaboba r t -Lochnaga r r ight-of-way. 
On t h e direct ion of t h e fac to rs of t h e Abergeldie E s t a t e , Messrs. 
Wilsone a n d Duf fus , advocates , Aberdeen, a ga te h a d been p u t 
across t h e road in a hollow nea r t he br idge over t h e River Girnock 
a d j a c e n t t o where a p r i v a t e road cu t s across t h e old d rove road, 
a n d a not ice h a d been erected t h a t t h e road was closed t o vehicular 
traffic. H e unders tood t h a t th i s act ion h a d been t a k e n because of 
d a m a g e done t o t h e road b y charabancs while t h e road was in a sof t 
condi t ion a f t e r a t h a w . I t was in t ima ted t h a t p a r t of t he road 
was t o be p u t on t h e s t a t u t o r y list of h ighways . T h a t p a r t of t h e 
road was being used for distil lery traffic. Mr. F rase r po in ted out , 
however , t h a t t h e road was n o t closed t o pedes t r ian traffic. H e 
suggested t h a t t h e y should t r y t o negot ia te wi th t he es ta te for t h e 
re-opening of t he road , which is a p r iva te road, t o l ight traffic, b u t 
excluding charabancs . I t was suggested t h a t a commit tee should 
go t o see t he place first , and th i s was agreed to. 

THE Cairngorm disaster , in which Alistair "Mackenzie and D u n c a n 
Ferr ier lost the i r lives, is v e r y ful ly deal t wi th in an 

THE au tho r i t a t i ve article, by t he editor, in t h e April number 
C A I R N G O R M of The Scottish Mountaineering Club Journal. Mr. 
D I S A S T E R . P a r r y reviews all t h e fac t s a n d calls a t t en t ion t o t he 

i m p o r t a n t le t te r b y Mr. Garden in t he Aberdeen Press 
and Journal of J a n u a r y 12, on t h e risks of mounta ineer ing a n d t he 
precaut ions t h a t should be observed. " W e cannot res is t ," Mr. 
P a r r y concludes, " again urging hill walkers and climbers t o consider 
an expedi t ion f rom all possible aspects before deciding t h a t t he risk 
is wor th taking. W e should never advoca te a policy of ex t reme 
caut ion, b u t nobody wi th t he smallest experience of t he mounta ins 
would for a m o m e n t consider s t a r t ing a climb wi thou t t ak ing wha t are 
merely o rd inary precaut ions . This accident falls in to t h a t most 
t ragic of all classes—those which might so easily have been avoided ." 

QUEBEC HAS p u t a b a n on hoardings. According t o a recent Act, 
passed b y t he Provincial Legislature, posters h a v e been 

H O A R D I N G S , prohibi ted along t h e main highways. They m a y 
be shown only a t places where t hey will no t spoil the 

scenery. 
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