
REVIEWS. 

The Complete Scotland. London : W a r d , Lock & Co., L t d . 7/6 ne t . 
A new guide to Scotland is welcome. There is room 

" SCOTLAND." and need for it. I t is a lways difficult t o keep u p t o 
date , as changes and developments never stop, and 

it is the very la test abou t roads and p a t h s and hotels t h a t is needed 
in a good guide-book. Judged by th is tes t , we have here a book 
t h a t mus t sat isfy t he mos t exact ing critic. All concerned in i ts 
product ion deserve warm congra tu la t ions on the resul t of the i r 
labours. The book is well described as comprehensive, surveying 
the count ry as it does f rom the Border to t he Shet lands, and f rom 
Aberdeen t o St. Kilda. Professor Mackie cont r ibutes an au thor i t a t ive 
historical chapter , and Dr. T. M. F in lay gives an i l luminat ing account 
of t he geology and scenery of t he count ry . These are excellent 
preliminaries t o t he detailed descriptions of t he var ious routes . T h e 
point of view is mainly t h a t of those who see t he coun t ry f rom t h e 
roads, and consequently emphasis is p u t on the hi l l -paths and walking 
routes, while t he motor is t will also f ind the sor t of in format ion he 
wants . Numerous maps and plans add great ly t o t he value of t he 
book. They are admirab ly produced in five shades, and a mos t 
valuable a d j u n c t is t he ingenious index m a p which is dupl ica ted 
inside t he f ron t and back covers. I t is t o be noted t h a t t he walking 
and climbing routes have the au tho r i t y of our Pas t -Pres ident , 
Mr. J ames A. Parker , and t h a t is t he best guaran tee of the i r accuracy. 
Compact and most a t t rac t ive ly produced in every way, this guide 
mus t make a wide appeal . 

The Alpine Journal, Nos. 245 and 246, November , 1932, and May, 
1933, 10/6 each. Two bu lky and well i l lustrated 

THE ALPINE issues dealing, as is now usual, wi th a lmost all p a r t s 
JOURNAL. of t h e world. Of t he principal articles in No. 245 

possibly t he most interest ing is t h a t b y t h e la te 
Mr. H . G. Watk ins , describing the Brit ish Air Rou te Expedi t ion to 
Greenland, of which Mr. W a t k i n s was the leader, and towards t he end 
of which he lost his life. The second article describes t he German 
expedition to Nanga P a r b a t in 1932 which, a f t e r establishing a c a m p 
a t about 22,650 feet, wi th every prospect of success, had t o re t rea t 
owing to bad weather and snow conditions. Another interest ing 
article by Mr. Rickmers describes the little known mounta ins of 
Cantabria in the no r th of Spain. No. 246 opens wi th a 34-page 
article on the apparen t ly never-ending controversy, Paccard v. 
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B a l m a t . T h e 1932 D. & Oe.A.-V. E x p e d i t i o n t o t he Cordillera 
Blanca of t he Andes is described b y H e r r P . Borchers , Mr. H . N 
Pal l in ' s ar t icle on t h e m o u n t a i n s of W e s t P a t a g o n i a makes in te res t ing 
reading, as does also t h a t b y Mr. R. Schomberg on t h e Cent ra l Tien 
Shan. Mexico and Afr ica receive a t t e n t i o n w i t h p a p e r s on Ix tacc i -
h u a t l a n d Popoca t epe t l and t h e At las Mounta ins . There are of 
course art icles a n d notes in b o t h issues descr ip t ive of E u r o p e a n 
moun ta ins , possibly t h e mos t s t r ik ing of which is H e r r H a n s L a u p e r ' s 
ar t ic le on " T h e N o r t h Faces of J u n g f r a u , Monch, a n d E ige r . " B o t h 
n u m b e r s h a v e coloured front ispieces . 

The Scottish Mountaineering Club Journal, N o s . 114 a n d 115 , N o v -
ember , 1932, a n d April, 1933, 2/6 each. The Mountains of Harris and 

Lewis, b y J . A. Parker , will be considered b y m a n y as 
S. M. C. t he mos t in teres t ing con t r ibu t ion t o these t w o n u m -

J o u r n a l bers. The principal he ights a re a d m i r a b l y descr ibed 
and t he detai ls of t he rou te s owe m u c h t o t h e obser-

v a t i o n of an experienced mounta inee r . E i g h t excel lent i l lus t ra t ions 
a re f rom Mr. P a r k e r ' s pho tog raphs . Alas ta i r L. C r a m wri tes on 
April-Climbing in Skye, " a t ime when , a p p a r e n t l y , t h e wea the r is 
a more t h a n usual ly disconcer t ing f a c t o r . " Skye comes u p again in 
a shor t pape r b y J a m e s Drever , w h o po in t s o u t t h a t Skye wea the r is 
n o t as b a d as h a s been supposed a n d a c c o m m o d a t i o n is b e t t e r t h a n 
i t used t o be. T h e var ied con t en t s include m a n y in te res t ing notes 
a n d t h e i l lus t ra t ions are of a h igh s t a n d a r d . T r i b u t e is paid t o t he 
work of Mr. M a c R o b e r t as Ed i to r , who has an obviously highly 
c o m p e t e n t successor in Mr. Charles W . P a r r y . 

Scottish Youth Hostels Handbook, 1 9 3 3 . 6 d . T h i s i s t h e o f f i c i a l 
year -book of t h e Scot t i sh Y o u t h Hos te l s Associat ion. I t is edi ted 

b y Messrs. J o h n F r a n c e y and Alan Fothergi l l a n d has 
S. Y . H . t he dis t inct ion of a foreword b y Sir J . M. Barr ie , who 

H a n d b o o k , r e m a r k s " t h a t i t h a s for so long been in t he Scott ish 
cha rac te r t o t r a m p alone or wi th one companion 

t h a t I d o u b t e d when th i s scheme was f i rs t con templa t ed whe the r our 
y o u t h would t a k e t o these ga ther ings in t h e g loaming wi th o thers 
who were mos t ly s t rangers t o t h e m . . . Such d o u b t s were quickly 
diss ipated, as t h e m o v e m e n t ' s immense success, while still a child, has 
p r o v e d . " Ful l detai ls are given of t h e work of S.Y.H.A. , the 
facilit ies i t offers, and t he a r r angemen t s a t each of t he hostels. The 
shor t articles, descr ip t ive or historical, a re del ightful . Las t year s 
Handbook recorded 15 hostels, a n d th i s yea r ' s 31. Since publ ica t ion 
the re has been f u r t h e r progress, as will be no ted f r o m Mr. Moir 's 
ar t ic le in th i s issue of t h e C.C.J. T h e Handbook is evidence of t h e 
keenness which character ises t h e hostel m o v e m e n t in Scot land, and 
deserves t h e widest circulat ion. 
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WE have received Nos. 5 and 6 of Vol. X L V I I I . of The Scottish 
Geographical Magazine and also the very full and most useful index 

of this volume. An interesting note calls a t ten t ion t o 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

" T H E S C O T T I S H A L P S . " 

[To the Editor of The Cairngorm Club Journal.] 
SIR,—Has anyone ever encountered the phrase " The Scottish Alps " ? 
I find it used by a French writer of the sixteenth century in a ra the r 
interesting passage. This is in Belle-Forest 's " Cosmographie 
Universelle," a book published in Paris in 1575. T h a t au thor ' s 
words, which are ra ther quain t in spelling, are as follows :— 

Aupres d 'Aberdon sont les Alpes d'Escosse, qui sont inaccessible 
aux gens de cheual. Aux piedz des montagnes il y a de grandes 
forests, ou on pense que autresfois a estè la forest de Calidonie, 
& y a ès dictes forests une mul t i tude incroyable de cerfs & dains. 
Aberdon a estè autresfois la citè royale des Escossois mais auiourdhuy 
cest Edinbourg. 

(Near Aberdeen are the Scottish Alps, which are inaccessible 
to people on horseback. At the foot of the mountains there are great 
forests, where i t is though t the Caledonian forest formerly was, and 
in the said forests there are an incredible mul t i tude of stags and 
does. Aberdeen was formerly the royal city of the Scots b u t now it 
i s Edinburgh.)—Yours, etc., W. M. A. 

the fact that sheet 22 of t he Popular Edi t ion of the 
1-inch Ordnance Survey Map, published last year. 

S T . K I L D A 

M A P P E D . 

shows as an inset the St. Kilda group, this being the first appearance 
of the group on an Ordnance Survey Map. The first four numbers 
of Vol. X L I X . have also reached us. Among the numerous excellent 
articles, we m a y call a t tent ion t o " Developments in Soil Science 
and Recent British Contributions to its Li tera ture ," by Dr. W . G. 
Ogg, of the Macaulay Ins t i tu te for Soil Research, Aberdeen, and t o 

Kil imanjaro and Kenya Mountains ," by Rev. Dr. John W . Ar thur . 

WE acknowledge with thanks receipt of The Rucksack Club Journal, 
Vol. VII . , No. 3, 1933. 4/-. 
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